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Hillary Clinton
Congressman Dave Loebsack
U.S. Senate Special Committee on Aging
Washington D.C.
Dear Sirs and Madams,
My name is Ellen Mayberry, a retiree living in Iowa.  I am writing to you today concerning the astronomical rise in the cost of a brand name drug that I take for migraine therapy.  The name of the drug is D.H.E. 45 and is manufactured for Valeant Pharmaceuticals.  I have been taking this drug since the early 1980’s.  At that time the cost was approximately $180.00 for 10 vials (10 shots).  The latest refill I received from my pharmacy on 12/1/2015 was $14,729.99 for 10 vials.   The previous refills were:  3/12/2015, the price was $10,144.54;  8/25/2014, the price was $6469.63; 6/1/2014, the price was  $3,248.82.  Etc…. Since these headaches were the result of an on the job vehicle accident during my employment with the US Postal Service, these outrageous amounts are being paid by the US Department of Labor, Office of Workers Compensation Program.  According to my pharmacist, their profit amounts to $2.00!
The Diamond Headache Clinic in Chicago, Illinois has been managing my headache problem for over 30 years with good results using the D.H.E. 45, intravenously as an inpatient and by injection at home.  I have tried the generic version of D.H.E. 45 and other types of migraine therapy, (Imitrex and steroids) but the results were not satisfactory in my case.  Therefore, this is the only drug that reliably stops my status post-traumatic migraines.  It also enhances my quality of life by reducing a migraine from 48-72 hours down to just a few.
Last year I was unable to refill my prescription due to “shortages”. My local pharmacy was diligently trying to acquire some from any warehouse possible, but all had depleted their stock.  When I called Valeant Pharmaceuticals to clarify when the next production would take place, they claimed they had no idea what that date might be.  They were unapologetic and unconcerned and, even though I had asked for a return call, it was never received.  
It appears that the monopoly on this drug is allowing Valeant to charge unjustified, outrageous amounts, without even making sure that there is an uninterrupted supply.  Dihydroergotamine  (the base of this drug derived from the Ergot fungus) was first synthesized in 1943 and D.H.E. produced in 1946.  The patent has expired decades ago and the cost of research and development recouped many times over.   How can a raw substance with an import price of approximately $0.97 per milligram equate to $14,729.99 for 10 milligrams of finished product?  
The formula ingredients are: 1mg Dihydroergotamine Mesylate, Alcohol, Glycerin, Water, Methanesulfonic Acid and/or Sodium Hydroxide for pH adjustment.
I am sure that I am just one of thousands of people to whom this is happening.  My hope is that you or your committee can address this issue and help find a solution to the price gouging by the pharmaceutical manufacturers.  

Thank you,
Ellen Mayberry                                                                     
                                                                                                                                                                                              
