
Mecklenburg County M E Office
3440 Reno Avenue, Charlotte, NC 28216

Telephone 7043362005
Fax 7043368353

REPORT OF AUTOPSY EXAMINATION

DECEDENT
Document Identifier B201800079
Autopsy Type ME Autopsy
Name Jonathan J Bennett
Age 23 yrs
Race Black
Sex M

AUTHORIZATION
Authorized By J. Michael Sullivan MD Received From Mecklenburg
ENVIRONMENT
Date of Exam 01/12/2018 Time of Exam 10:00
Autopsy Facility Mecklenburg County M E Office Persons Present Mr. Jacob May

CERTIFICATION
Cause of Death
Multiple gunshot wounds

The facts stated herein are correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.
Digitally signed by
J. Michael Sullivan MD 03 March 2018 15:59

DIAGNOSES
1. Gunshot wound of the right hand with injury to 4th and 5th fingers
2. Gunshot wound of the right forearm with injury to soft tissue
3. Gunshot wound of the left hand with injury to 5th finger
4. Gunshot graze wound of the left hand
5. Gunshot wound of the left forearm with injury to soft tissue and musculature
6. Gunshot wound of the abdomen and chest with injury to rib, transverse colon, stomach, liver, diaphragm, right lung
with hemorrhage into peritoneal cavity and right pleural cavity
7. Gunshot wound of the right flank with injury to soft tissue and musculature, laceration of right parietal pleura
8. Gunshot wound of the right flank with injury to soft tissue and musculature
9. Gunshot wound of the neck and face with injury to soft tissue
10. Gunshot wound of the head with injury to skull and brain.
11. Gunshot wound of the right leg with injury to soft tissue and musculature
12. Gunshot wound of the left leg with injury to soft tissue and musculature
13. Gunshot graze wound of the right forearm
14. Gunshot wound of the chest and neck with injury to soft tissue and musculature, fracture of left clavicle
15. Gunshot wound of the right leg with injury to soft tissue and musculature
16. Gunshot wound of the right leg with injury to soft tissue and musculature
17. Minor blunt trauma injuries: small linear abrasion right chest, small linear facial abrasion, small facial contusion

IDENTIFICATION
Body Identified By
Papers/ID Tag

EXTERNAL DESCRIPTION
Length 70 inches
Weight 208 pounds
Body Condition Intact
Rigor 3+
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Livor Purple, posterior
Hair Black with dreadlocks
Eyes Brown
Teeth Present

The body is that of a young adult black male, appearing the stated age, normally nourished, unclothed, with evidence of
recent medical intervention including oral endotracheal tube in place, intravenous catheter in place left antecubital
fossa, intraosseous catheter in place anterior right lower leg, pulse oximeter on the left index finger, EKG leads on the
chest, abdomen and shoulders, gauze and with foil bandaging over the right chest and right abdomen. Hospital
identification tags on the right hand and left foot list the name: BENNETT, JONATHAN. There is a beard present, and
there are multiple tattoos including on the arms, left hand, chest, left flank, right flank and upper back. A hospital bag
accompanies the body which includes a previously cut black jacket and previously cut black vest, both of which show
holes corresponding to gunshot wounds.

INJURIES
DESCRIPTION OF GUNSHOT WOUNDS:

GUNSHOT WOUND #1:
This is a gunshot wound of the right hand traversing 4th and 5th fingers. Entrance aspect of the wound appears to be
on the lateral aspect of the 5th finger, where there is abrasion margin, 39" below the top of the head. Entrance aspect of
the wound shows no soot or powder stippling. Wound continues in a direction (with the arm in anatomic position) to
the right and upward, lacerating soft tissue of the 5th and 4th fingers, on the 5th finger wound laceration measures 7/8"
in length with tears up to ½", on the 4th finger tears measure 1" in length and up to ½" in width. Wound causes
fracture of the distal and middle phalanx of the 5th finger and proximal middle phalanx of the 4th finger. Exit aspect of
the wound is on the medial aspect of the 4th finger approximately 38" below the top of the head.

GUNSHOT WOUND #2:
This is a gunshot wound of the right forearm near the right wrist, with entrance wound located over the extensor aspect
of the right forearm, 30" below the top of the head, where there is a ½" rounded entrance wound with abrasion
margin, no soot or powder stippling.

Wound continues in a direction (with the arm in anatomic position) to the right, slightly upward and slightly forward,
perforates subcutaneous soft tissue over the right distal forearm, exiting from the radial aspect of the right distal
forearm, 29" below the top of the head where there is an irregular exit wound measuring ¾" x 7/16".

GUNSHOT WOUND #3:
This is a gunshot wound to the left hand which caused injury traversing the left 5th finger. Entrance aspect appears to
be at the distal end of the 5th finger, with exit aspect over the proximal left 5th finger. Entrance aspect shows no soot or
powder stippling. Wound traverses along the length of the finger causing laceration of skin and underlying
subcutaneous soft tissue with the wound measuring 1½" in length and ¾" in width and fractures of the middle and
distal phalanges. Exit aspect of the wound appears to be at the proximal end of the wound.

GUNSHOT WOUND #4:
This is a gunshot graze wound of the left hand located over the palmar base of thumb 34" below the top of the head.
Graze wound measures 1¼" in length and 7/16" in width. Tears point to the entrance aspect of the wound being the
distal margin of the wound. There is no soot or powder stippling. There is superficial injury to palmar skin.
Additionally there is an abrasion which probably represents a very superficial gunshot graze wound a short distance
proximal/cephalad to this graze wound, located on the flexor aspect of the left wrist, radial aspect.

GUNSHOT WOUND #5:
This is a gunshot wound of the left forearm with entrance wound located over the flexor aspect of the proximal left
forearm, ulnar aspect, 26½" below the top of the head. Entrance wound is round, shows abrasion margin, no soot or
powder stippling, measures 7/16" in diameter.

The wound continues in a direction (with the arm in anatomic position) upward and backward, perforating soft tissue
and musculature over the proximal left forearm, exiting from the extensor aspect of the left forearm, ulnar aspect, 23"
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below the top of the head where there is an irregular exit wound measuring ¾" x 5/16".

GUNSHOT WOUND #6:
This is a gunshot wound of the abdomen and chest with entrance wound located over the left upper quadrant of the
abdomen, 26" below the top of the head, 5¼" to the left of anterior midline. Entrance wound is oval, measures 5/16" x
½", shows abrasion margin inferiorly, no soot or powder stippling.

The wound continues in a direction, upward, backward and to the right, causing fracture of the left costal margin,
perforating injury to the transverse colon near the splenic flexure, causes perforating injury of the lesser curvature of
the stomach and perforating injury of the left lobe of liver, perforates the right hemidiaphragmatic leaflet, and
penetrates through the right lower lobe of lung where superiorly within the right lower lobe of lung is recovered a large
caliber, deformed, yellow metal jacketed, gray metal bullet. There is hemorrhage along the wound track within the
lung, and hemorrhage within the pleural cavity and peritoneal cavity, approximately 1000 cc within the right pleural
cavity and several 100 cc within the peritoneal cavity.

In summary, this is a large caliber gunshot wound of the abdomen and chest which caused injury to large bowel, liver,
stomach, diaphragm and right lung with hemorrhage into peritoneal cavity and pleural cavity.

GUNSHOT WOUND #7:
This is a gunshot wound of the right flank with entrance wound located over the posterior right flank 21½" below the
top of the head, 6¼" to the right of posterior midline. Entrance wound is oval, measures 5/16" x 7/16", shows abrasion
margin, no soot or powder stippling.

Wound continues in a direction forward, very slightly upward, perforating soft tissue and musculature over the right
flank, with hemorrhage along the wound track, and causing laceration of the right parietal pleura, no injury to the right
lung, continuing with exit wound over the anterior right flank, 21" below the top of the head, 6¼" to the right of
anterior midline where there is an ovoid exit wound measuring 1" x ½".

GUNSHOT WOUND #8:
This is a gunshot wound of the flank with entrance wound located over the right posterior flank, 27½" below the top of
the head, 6" to the right of posterior midline. Entrance wound is oval, measures 5/16" x 7/16", shows abrasion margin,
no soot or powder stippling.

The wound continues in a direction forward, very slightly upward and very slightly to the left, perforating soft tissue
and musculature over the right flank, with hemorrhage along the wound track, without entrance into the peritoneal
cavity, exiting from the anterior right flank 27" below the top of the head where there is an oval exit wound measuring
7/16" x 3/8", located 27" below the top of the head and 5½" to the right of anterior midline. Exit wound also shows an
abrasion margin.

GUNSHOT WOUND #9:
This is a gunshot wound of the neck and face with entrance wound located over the right lateral neck 8" below the top of
the head, 3" to the right of anterior midline. Entrance wound is oval, with abrasion/guttering posteriorly, as the
entrance wound enters the neck in tangential fashion causing a guttering oval entrance wound measuring
approximately 1¼" in length and 5/16" in width, greater portion of the length taken up with abrasion/guttering at its
posterior margin. There is no soot or powder stippling.

The wound continues in a direction forward and minimally to the left and slightly upward causing injury to
subcutaneous soft tissue over the right lateral neck and right lateral lower face, exiting from the right cheek 7" below the
top of the head and 2" to the right of anterior midline where there is an irregular exit wound measuring 7/8" x 7/16".

In summary this is a distant gunshot wound of the neck and face which caused injury to soft tissue.

GUNSHOT WOUND #10:
This is a gunshot wound of the head with entrance wound located over the right posterior head at the lower margin of
the occipital scalp, 9" below the top of the head and 2" to the right of posterior midline. Entrance wound is round,
5/16" in diameter, shows abrasion margin, no soot or powder stippling.
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The wound continues in a direction to the left, slightly forward and slightly upward, perforating the right basilar skull.
Adjacent to the skull entrance site are small jacketing fragments of yellow metal are recovered. The wound continues
with entrance into the right posterior fossa with disruptive injury through the right cerebellar hemisphere. There is
radiating fracture extending into the right middle cranial fossa. Bullet recovered within the right cerebellar hemisphere
is a deformed gray metal medium caliber, yellow metal jacketed, gray metal bullet. There is a subarachnoid hemorrhage
over the brainstem, cerebellum, inferior right temporal and occipital lobes with cerebral cortical contusions of inferior
right temporal and occipital lobes.

In summary, this is a distant range, medium caliber gunshot wound of the head which caused injury to the skull and
brain.

GUNSHOT WOUND #11:
This is a gunshot wound of the right leg and groin with entrance wound located over the posterior medial aspect of the
right upper leg, 43" below the top of the head. Entrance wound is oval, measures ¾" x 7/16", shows abrasion margin,
no soot or powder stippling.

The wound continues in a direction forward, upward and slightly to the left, perforating soft tissue and musculature of
the right upper leg, exiting from the right groin approximately 37" below the top of the head and 1" to the right of
anterior midline where there is a slit-like exit wound measuring 7/8" in length. Immediately adjacent there is a re-
entrance wound within the lateral right scrotum, with an irregular re-entrance wound measuring 7/8" in length, with
bullet continuing into the right scrotum in shallow fashion causing disruptive injury to soft tissue. Bullet is recovered
from the right scrotum and is a deformed, medium caliber, yellow metal jacketed, gray metal bullet. There is
hemorrhage along the wound track.

GUNSHOT WOUND #12:
This is a gunshot wound of the left leg with entrance wound located over the medial aspect of the left upper leg, 41"
below the top of the head. Entrance wound is oval, 5/16" x ½", shows abrasion margin, no soot or powder stippling.

Wound continues in a direction upward, slightly forward and slightly to the left, perforating soft tissue and musculature
over the medial left upper leg, exiting from the left groin, 38" below the top of the head, 2" to the left of anterior midline
where there is a slit-like exit wound measuring 1¼" in length, up to ¼" in width. There is hemorrhage along the wound
track. There is abrasion of the adjacent scrotal skin at the exit wound site.

GUNSHOT WOUND #13:
This is a gunshot graze wound of the right forearm. Graze wound is centered approximately 27½" below the top of the
head. Direction of fire cannot be ascertained. There is no soot or powder stippling. Graze measures 2¼" in length and
up to 7/16" in width and extends obliquely over the extensor aspect of the right forearm, ulnar side. Graze wound
causes injury to skin.

GUNSHOT WOUND #14:
This is a gunshot wound of the left chest and neck, entrance wound located in the left axilla, 16" below the top of the
head, 9½" to the left of anterior midline. Entrance wound is oval, 5/16" x 7/16" in diameter, shows abrasion margin, no
soot or powder stippling. The wound continues in a direction to the right, upward and minimally backward, perforating
soft tissue and musculature within the left axilla and left upper chest, causes fracture of the left clavicle, with
incomplete exit wound located over the left base of neck, 10" below the top of the head, 3½" to the left of anterior
midline. Within the incomplete exit wound, a bullet protrudes. Bullet recovered is a deformed, large caliber, yellow
metal jacketed, gray metal bullet. There is hemorrhage along the wound track. Adjacent to the incomplete exit wound
are two areas of abrasion of the skin lateral to the exit wound, and a linear abrasion and superficial skin laceration
medial to the wound over the left base of neck.

GUNSHOT WOUND #15:
This is a gunshot wound of the right leg with entrance wound located over the posterior lateral aspect of the right upper
leg, 40" below the top of the head. Entrance wound is round, 3/8" in diameter, shows abrasion margin, no soot or
powder stippling.
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The wound continues in a direction to the left, forward and upward, perforating soft tissue and musculature over the
right upper leg, bullet within subcutaneous tissue over the right lateral groin. Bullet recovered is a deformed, medium
caliber, yellow metal jacketed, gray metal bullet. There is hemorrhage along the wound track.

GUNSHOT WOUND #16:
This is a gunshot wound of the right leg with entrance wound located over the posterior lateral aspect of the right upper
leg above the knee level, entrance wound located 47" below the top of the head. Entrance wound is oval, measures 1¼ x
½" with length predominantly comprising abrasion/guttering extending inferiorly. No soot or powder stippling is
noted.

The wound continues in a direction upward, slightly forward and minimally to the left, perforating soft tissue and
musculature over the right upper leg, bullet recovered adjacent to the right proximal femur. Bullet recovered is a
deformed, somewhat flattened, medium caliber, yellow metal jacketed, gray metal bullet. There is hemorrhage along
the wound track.

There is an abrasion of the medial right upper leg located a short distance from the entrance of gunshot wound #12 and
may reflect a graze wound associated with gunshot wound #12.

Note: Wounds have been numbered arbitrarily, wound numbers do not indicate the order in which they were
sustained.
Because the decedent was apparently fully clothed at the time of the gunshot wounds, range estimates are not given
except for gunshot wounds #9 and #10.

Blunt trauma injuries: There is a 7/8" linear abrasion over the right upper chest. There is a 3/4" linear abrasion over
the left cheek. There is a faint 1/2" red contusion over the right forehead.

DISPOSITION OF PERSONAL EFFECTS AND EVIDENCE
The following items are released with the body
None

The following items are preserved as evidence
Jacket, vest

PROCEDURES
Radiographs
X-rays show bullets projecting over the head, chest, pelvis

Chemistry
None

Special Evidence Collection
Blood card, jacket, vest, bullets

INTERNAL EXAMINATION
Body Cavities
Hemorrhage as noted. No adhesions.

Cardiovascular System
Heart Weight 300 grams
Coronary arteries show a normal distribution and no atherosclerosis. Valves and chambers show normal
configuration. On section, myocardium discloses no abnormalities. Aorta unremarkable.

Respiratory System
Right Lung Weight 350 grams
Left Lung Weight 360 grams
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Right lung is slightly atelectatic and shows gunshot injury as described. Pulmonary arteries contain no
thromboemboli. Hilar lymph nodes unremarkable. Larynx, trachea, and proximal bronchi clear. Gunshot injury as
described with hemorrhage within right lung parenchyma.

Gastrointestinal System
The esophagus is normal throughout. Stomach contains ½ cup of digested food and fluid. Duodenum unremarkable.
Remainder of small bowel unremarkable on periodic inspection and palpation. Transverse colon shows gunshot injury
as described. Colon is otherwise unremarkable. The appendix is present.

Liver
Liver Weight 1320 grams
Capsule smooth with the exception of area of gunshot injury as described. Parenchyma otherwise firm and brown.
Gallbladder present with liquid bile.

Spleen
Spleen Weight 90 grams
Capsule smooth and intact. Parenchyma firm and red.

Pancreas
Tan and unremarkable on section.

Urinary
Right Kidney Weight 130 grams
Left Kidney Weight 150 grams
Subcapsular surfaces smooth. Cortices not narrowed. Pelves and ureters not dilated. Bladder contains 150-200 cc of
clear yellow urine.

Reproductive
Male genitalia. Prostate unremarkable.

Endocrine
THYROID: Unremarkable

ADRENALS: Unremarkable

Neurologic
Brain Weight 1460 grams
Injury as described. Vessels at the base of the brain show normal distribution and no atherosclerosis. On section, brain
shows gunshot injury as described and is otherwise unremarkable.

SUMMARY AND INTERPRETATION
This is a 23-year-old black male who was pronounced dead shortly after arrival at Carolinas Medical Center Main
Emergency Department with multiple gunshot wounds, on the night of 1/11/2018, following an exchange of gunfire
with law enforcement personnel.

Autopsy showed the body of a young adult black male with 16 gunshot wounds. A gunshot wound to the right hand
caused injury to right 4th and 5th fingers. A gunshot wound of the right distal forearm caused injury to soft tissue. A
gunshot wound of the left hand caused injury to the left 5th finger. A gunshot graze wound of the left hand caused
superficial injury to palmar skin. A gunshot wound of the left forearm caused injury to soft tissue.

A gunshot wound of the abdomen and chest caused injury to transverse colon, stomach, liver, diaphragm and right lung
with hemorrhage into right pleural cavity and hemorrhage into peritoneal cavity.

There were two gunshot wounds of the right flank which caused injury to soft tissue and musculature, one wound also
causing injury to right parietal pleura.

A gunshot wound of the neck and face caused injury to soft tissue.

A gunshot wound of the head caused injury to the skull and brain.
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There were four gunshot wounds of the legs which caused injury to soft tissue and musculature. A gunshot graze
wound of the right forearm caused injury to skin. A gunshot wound of the left axilla and chest caused injury to soft
tissue and musculature and fracture of the left clavicle.

There was no evidence of significant pre-existing disease. Toxicologic analysis of central blood sample taken at the time
of autopsy showed an ethanol content of 40 mg/dL (.04% on the Breathalyzer scale). Analysis of urine sample showed
an ethanol content of 70 mg/dL.

Toxicologic analysis of peripheral blood sample showed a content of cocaine of .081 mg/L, cocaine derivative
cocaethylene .055 mg/L, and cocaine derivative benzoylecognine 1.1 mg/L. This indicates recent use of cocaine.

Toxicologic analysis of peripheral blood sample showed a content of Delta-9-THC of .62 ng/mL, was negative for
Delta-9 Carboxy THC, and was negative for 11-Hydoxy-THC. This indicates recent use of marijuana.

Toxicologic analysis was negative for other organic acids and neutrals, and analysis was negative for other bases.

In my opinion, the cause of death is multiple gunshot wounds.

DIAGRAMS
1. BODY DIAGRAM: ADULT (FRONT/BACK)
2. BODY DIAGRAM: ADULT HANDS
3. BODY DIAGRAM: ADULT ARMS
4. BODY DIAGRAM: HEAD (LEFT/RIGHT)
5. BODY DIAGRAM: HEAD (FRONT/BACK)
6. BODY DIAGRAM: ADULT (FRONT/BACK)
7. BODY DIAGRAM: ADULT (FRONT/BACK)
8. BODY DIAGRAM: ADULT (LEFT/RIGHT)
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