
Specific Response regarding Air Quality 

 Galvan Industries is regularly inspected and monitored by state regulators, and has consistently, 
without exception since 2007, been found in compliance with all permit conditions and applicable air 
standards.  Our facilities are located in an area zoned for industrial use.  

As you referenced in your initial email, in 2008 Galvan appealed a proposed fine from the N.C. 
Department of Environmental Quality.  We did not believe we were in violation of our permit, and we 
found many issues with the citation and data related to the complaint.  We accepted a significantly 
reduced settlement payment without admitting any liability in order to reduce litigation costs and to 
maintain a good working relationship with DEQ. 

 Also of note, in 2013 Galvan voluntarily installed a state of the art air handling system that collects the 
particulate and visible emissions from our facility. While we were operating within the parameters of 
our air permit and this system was not required, we opted to incur this significant expense in an effort 
to be a good neighbor to businesses in the area. 

 Galvan Industries was started in 1958.  We are currently celebrating our 60th year of operation.  Three 
generations of the same family have been involved in Galvan’s ownership and operation.  We currently 
have about 100 employees involved in our two businesses, galvanizing and electrical products.  Our 
galvanizing products can be seen in most of the high profile commercial and industrial construction 
projects in the southeast and along the highways of our national interstate highway system.  Our 
electrical products are sold across the country and we export to Canada and Mexico. Each month almost 
4000 tons of steel and finished steel products go through our facility.  Although zinc and copper are used 
in our processes, the element iron is the vast preponderance of what is present at our facility. 

 We have operated a process recycling system for about 15 years that completely recycles all process 
waste streams and converts them into saleable by-products.  Today, Galvan is one of the few galvanizing 
facilities in the country that does not normally store, generate, treat, transport or dispose of any 
hazardous wastes.  The typical U. S. galvanizing plant is a large quantity generator, disposer and 
transporter of hazardous wastes. 

 When our original plant was built in the 1950’s, it was in an undeveloped area of Cabarrus County, 
zoned for industrial use. When the adjacent shopping center was built in the early 2000s, approximately 
40 years after Galvan commenced operations on its property, it was also built on property zoned for 
industrial use.  The zoning was changed to commercial only after the center had been there for several 
years. 

 Response regarding Groundwater and Corrective Action Plan 

 There are no groundwater issues related to current operations at Galvan Industries. The original Galvan 
Industries plant was built in the early 1950s. Like many industrial sites of that age, we have been 
addressing environmental issues in partnership with the state related to groundwater contamination 
left over from standard practices during that era. We have worked diligently with the state and our 
engineers over the years to develop plans and methods to remediate those issues.   

 As you referenced in your initial email, Galvan currently is implementing a corrective action plan, which 
has been approved by the North Carolina Department of Environment Quality and involves removing 3 



inches of gravel and dirt in our yard and replacing it with different grades of a limestone gravel product. 
The expectation is that this resurfacing will have the dual effect of remediating the groundwater issues 
as rain water washes through it, as well as removing a source of dust that can be generated by vehicle 
and truck traffic in our yards.   Following that work, we intend to conduct in-situ soil mixing, whereby a 
commercially-produced amendment is mixed with near surface soils and ground water to bind metals in 
place. We expect this work will prohibit these metals from continuing through the ground water system. 

 


